
PBS NHVR Vehicle approval and access process

Key

Operator/ manufacturer

NHVR task

Road manager task

Permit / notice

Case 1 
Bridge compliance: Tier 1 
(bridge formula compliant) 
Access requested: Existing 
mapped routes 

Case 2 
Bridge compliance: Tier 1 
(bridge formula compliant) 
Access requested: Existing 
mapped routes + additional 

Case 3 
Bridge compliance: Tier 3 
(requires individual 
assessment) 
Access requested: Specific 

Vehicle application assessed 
by PBS Review Panel for 
compliance to PBS vehicle 
regulations . 
 
Bridge owners identified an 
contacted to complete tier 3 

Vehicle application assessed 
by PBS Review Panel for 
compliance to PBS vehicle 
regulations. Application  is 

Level 1 notice 
Vehicle complies with all PBS level 1 

Level 2a notice 
Vehicle complies with all PBS level 2 
requirements and is less than 26m in length 
Access is permitted to all PBS mapped routes 

Level 2b notice 
Vehicle complies with all PBS level 2 
requirements and is less than 30m in length 
Access is permitted to all PBS mapped routes 

Level 3a notice 
Vehicle complies with all PBS level 3 
requirements and is less than 36.5m in length 
Access is permitted to all PBS mapped routes 

Level 3b notice 
Vehicle complies with all PBS level 3 
requirements and is less than 42m in length 
Access is permitted to all PBS mapped routes 

Level 4a notice 
Vehicle complies with all PBS level 4 
requirements and is less than 53.5m in length 
Access is permitted to all PBS mapped routes 

Level 4b notice 
Vehicle complies with all PBS level 4 
requirements and is less than 60m in length 
Access is permitted to all PBS mapped routes 

NHVR registers vehicles / 
components.  
 
VIN numbers  and 
dimensional data are 

Vehicle NHVR reviews access request 
to assess additional roads 
that need to be assessed for 
suitability. Road managers 
identified and contacted to 

Road manages assesses 
asset s for suitability and 
provide  PBS suitability level 
and access conditions 
(curfews/speed limits/HML 

NHVR  updates PBS national 
maps to include newly 
assessed routes . 
 
Applicant is notified of the 

or 

or 

or 

or 

or 

or 

Operator uses vehicle in 
accordance with prescribed 
notice or permit with 
respect to complied 
combination, approved 

Operator checks to ensure 
requested routes are 
mapped as suitable for 
vehicle level 

Additional route 
request 

Additional route 
request 

Vehicle 

Bridge owners assess vehicle 
against bridge asset s for 
suitability and provide  
approval and any access 
conditions (curfews/speed 

PBS Permit Issued 
Vehicle complies with all 
PBS level  requirements  as 
stated in compliance 
application #xxx 








