


[bookmark: _GoBack]Ms Joanna Abhayaratna
Executive Director 
Office of Impact Analysis
Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet 
1 National Circuit
BARTON ACT 2600

Email: Helpdesk-OIA@pmc.gov.au
Dear Ms Abhayaratna
Seeking OIA’s agreement the consultation Regulatory Impact Statement (RIS) has been achieved by an appropriate alternative mechanism.
The Regulatory Impact Analysis Guide for Ministers’ Meetings and National Standard Setting Bodies (the Guide) states that  a consultation RIS may not be required in circumstances where the function of the consultation RIS has been achieved by an appropriate alternative mechanism. These circumstances may include:
· statutory consultation has occurred in accordance with the requirements inherent in the legislation or regulatory scheme to which the proposal relates; or
· ongoing consultation has been undertaken over a prolonged period and the responsible agency is able to demonstrate that the policy options under consideration have been tested with relevant stakeholders, representative stakeholder views are known, and sufficient evidence has been elicited to meaningfully inform the analysis in the decision RIS.
Given this, I am writing to seek agreement to bypass the requirement to complete a consultation RIS for [proposal]. The [Department/agency] considers the functions of a consultation RIS has been achieved by [outline specific consultation rounds that have taken place]. 
[Please highlight any other relevant reasons why the Department/Agency believes the consultation RIS will not add value. For example, consultation fatigue.]  
[Department/Agency] understands that if the exemption is granted, it will only apply to the consultation RIS. A decision RIS must and will still be completed. 
[Department/Agency] will look to work closely with OIA in our development of the decision RIS, and will include:
· [Outline any future/upcoming consultation] 
If you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
Yours sincerely

[Name]
[Title]
[Agency]
[Date]



